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had I been here, I would have voted in 
the affirmative. 

f 

APPOINTING THE DAY FOR THE 
CONVENING OF THE SECOND 
SESSION OF THE 111TH CON-
GRESS 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, I send to 
the desk a joint resolution and ask 
unanimous consent for its immediate 
consideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the joint 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland? 

There was no objection. 
The text of the joint resolution is as 

follows: 
H.J. RES. 62 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the second regular 
session of the One Hundred Eleventh Con-
gress shall begin at noon on Tuesday, Janu-
ary 5, 2010. 

The joint resolution was ordered to 
be engrossed and read a third time, was 
read the third time, and passed, and a 
motion to reconsider was laid on the 
table. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE PROGRAM 

(Mr. CANTOR asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CANTOR. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. HOYER), 
the majority leader, for the purposes of 
announcing next week’s schedule. 

Mr. HOYER. I thank my friend for 
yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, on Monday, the House 
will meet at 12:30 a.m. for morning- 
hour debate and 2 p.m. for legislative 
business, with votes postponed until 
6:30 p.m. On Tuesday, the House will 
meet at 9 a.m. for morning-hour debate 
and 10 a.m. for legislative business. On 
Wednesday and Thursday, the House 
will meet at 10 a.m. for legislative 
business. On Friday, the House will 
meet at 9 a.m. for legislative business. 

We will consider several bills under 
suspension of the rules, the complete 
list of which will be announced by the 
close of business today. 

In addition, Mr. Speaker, we will con-
sider further action on H.R. 3326, the 
Department of Defense Appropriations 
Act of 2010. 

Mr. CANTOR. I thank the gentleman. 
And Mr. Speaker, I’d like to ask the 

gentleman about the schedule for the 
rest of this year. Obviously many, 
many Members are asking the question 
as to when we will be able to return to 
our districts. Many have plans for the 
Christmas holiday. 

So I would ask the gentleman, does 
he expect the House to adjourn for the 
year by Friday next week, December 
18? 

And I yield. 
Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman 

for yielding. 

That is my hope. It may not be my 
expectation. It is my hope, and it is my 
plan, but obviously, as the gentleman 
well knows, having been in this posi-
tion in the past, that is somewhat con-
tingent upon what our colleagues in 
the other body do. But it is my inten-
tion, and I have announced that De-
cember 18 is the last day on which we 
are planning to meet. I very much 
want Members to be able to be home 
Christmas week. But as the gentleman 
knows as well as I do, that is dependent 
upon what our colleagues across the 
Capitol do. 

Clearly, we have now passed most of 
our appropriations bills except for the 
Defense bill, so we’ve funded most of 
government. The Senate still has to 
enact, of course, the omnibus that we 
sent to them 2 days ago, which has six 
of the appropriations bills in it. One re-
mains. So that if they pass that, 11 out 
of the 12 would have been passed. But 
obviously, we want to make sure that 
we pass our Defense bill as well. 

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, the gen-
tleman speaks a lot about the appro-
priations factor, and I assume that 
means when we would actually bring 
up the Defense appropriations bill, but 
specifically, Mr. Speaker, I would ask 
the gentleman whether it is his hope 
that we will be considering health care 
in this House, or whether we could ex-
pect that to fall off into next year. 

And I yield. 
Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman 

for yielding. 
As is true of almost all pieces of leg-

islation that are pending, that will de-
pend upon Senate action. And until 
such time as we know what the Senate 
is going to do, it’s almost impossible 
for me to say with any clarity and as-
surance that we are going to be able to 
take up health care or any other piece 
of legislation because, obviously, the 
Senate action will be essential for that 
to happen. 

Again, with respect to the Defense 
appropriation bill, it is essential that 
we pass that bill. It’s essential that we 
pass the debt limit. It’s essential that 
we extend, in my opinion, unemploy-
ment insurance and COBRA. It’s essen-
tial that we extend the Patriot Act for 
at least 90 days while the legislative 
committees are trying to complete 
that. So there are a number of things, 
clearly, that I think it’s necessary for 
us to do because of the time limits. But 
as my friend knows, health care does 
not have a time limit and will depend 
upon what action the Senate takes and 
when it takes it. 

Mr. CANTOR. I thank the gentleman, 
Mr. Speaker, and would ask about the 
Speaker’s planned codel to Copen-
hagen. I’m aware, I think correctly, 
that there are about 30 Members that 
will be going with the Speaker to Co-
penhagen, scheduled to depart Wednes-
day evening next week, and would like 
to ask whether that will impact our 
schedule for work next week or does he 
expect that we will be in for 5 days 
with the Speaker and the codel gone? 

And I yield. 
Mr. HOYER. I don’t know that the 

Speaker and the codel are going to be 
gone if, in fact, we have business to do. 

I think you’re probably scheduled to 
be on that codel. I know I am. But 
we’re going to be here working if we 
have work to do to complete our busi-
ness. And I will be here. 

The fact is, as you know, the Copen-
hagen conference ends I think on De-
cember 19 or maybe December 18. The 
Speaker had contemplated taking a 
delegation to that conference—which 
we think is extraordinarily impor-
tant—but that will be contingent upon 
what our schedule looks like for De-
cember 17 and 18 and what we’ve done 
and accomplished by the evening of De-
cember 16. 

Mr. CANTOR. I thank the gentleman. 
The gentleman did, Mr. Speaker, 

mention one of the things that needs to 
be addressed, the debt limit, and I be-
lieve, if I heard correctly, the gen-
tleman said that he felt we needed to 
do that prior to year’s end. 

That has created a lot of concern. A 
lot of reports in the press have indi-
cated that perhaps the administration 
is looking for ways that we could avoid 
doing that. Obviously given the size of 
the expected increase of the debt limit 
to nearly $2 trillion, a lot of Americans 
are wondering how in the world we 
keep spending money we don’t have. 

So I would ask again, does the gen-
tleman believe that that comes to the 
floor next week? 

And I yield. 
Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman 

for yielding. 
I think to the extent the Americans 

are considering that, they are consid-
ering that, for the bulk of this decade, 
I would say, we were spending money 
that we didn’t have on a regular basis 
at very high levels, which is why we 
went from the $5.6 trillion surplus to 
the $10 trillion deficit. 

Having said that, we have passed a 
debt extension, as the gentleman 
knows, and that debt extension is in 
the control of the United States Sen-
ate. They can take that off the table 
and pass that debt extension. So while 
it needs to be passed, we have done our 
work here. The Senate has that debt 
extension. 

I can’t imagine there are any of us 
that don’t want the United States of 
America, as we would expect of all of 
ourselves and of others, to pay its 
debts that it has incurred. 

But it could be accomplished in a 
number of ways, and the Senate has a 
debt extension bill, and if we don’t act 
further on that, they can take that up 
off the floor or the desk and pass it. 
That is one option available. The other 
option the gentleman refers to is doing 
a new debt extension at a larger num-
ber, and that decision has not yet been 
made. 

But I want to emphasize the Senate 
has on its desk a debt extension that 
will make sure that the United States 
of America pays the bills that it has in-
curred. 
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